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Lt a 1D: 52892 FG is a 30-year-old patient that is new to your clinic. He seems very disturbed and is eager to speak 
ry Ey EY Ey ry : a with you. He tells you that he thinks he has HIV and that he has not told anybody yet. You decide to 
pa aai do an assessment and come to the conclusion that FG has HIV. FG begs you not to tell anybody that 
ea fag quston he has HIV. He said that you have no right to disclose personal information to others. 
Send Feedback 


What should you do? 


Select one: 
Reassure FG that no one will find out that he has HIV as it is your professional duty to respect x 
patient privacy. 


Tell FG that you will only tell his wife that he has HIV because it is your professional duty to prevent % 
harm from occurring to anyone. 


Tell FG that you have to report to public health that FG has HIV as it is your obligation to prevent ¥ 
harm from occurring. 


Tell FG that you have to report to public health and FG's family that he has HIV because itis your =% 
obligation to prevent harm from occurring. 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 


To understand the reportable disease and imminent harm exceptions to patient confidentiality. 


BACKGROUND: 


Although patients have the right to control their own personal information and the manner in which their 
personal information is revealed, this right is not unlimited or absolute. 


For certain reportable diseases and in cases where imminent harm may take place to a person or a group of 
persons, you have the right to disclose to certain authorities in your jurisdiction. Whom these authorities will 
be varies in each jurisdiction. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


© Tell FG that you have to report to public health that FG has HIV as it is your obligation to prevent 
harm from occurring. - In all provinces and territories healthcare professionals have the right and duty 
to disclose confidential health information, such as the new diagnosis of reportable diseases, or the 
imminent harm to a person or a group of persons, to an authority. Whom this authority is, varies from 
province to province. In some provinces it is the provincial medical officer of health, in other provinces 
it is the provincial public health agency. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Reassure FG that no one will find out that he has HIV as it is your professional duty to respect 
patient privacy. - Not reporting a reportable disease goes against the duties of healthcare 
professionals in all provinces and territories. 


Tell FG that you will only tell his wife that he has HIV because it is your professional duty to prevent 
harm from occurring to anyone. - Based on a Supreme Court decision, telling the wife is not illegal; 
however, this is not the right answer because it says you will ONLY disclose the disease to the wife, 
meaning that you will fail in your duty to report the reportable disease to the appropriate authority in 
your province. 


Tell FG that you have to report to public health and FG's family that he has HIV because it is your 
obligation to prevent harm from occurring. - It is a violation of the patient's privacy to report the 
disease to the patient's family. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


iantidantislnrionabonnmathinathoticahenlts 


Question #: 12 


1D: 52359 


Not answered 


REFERENCE: 
[1] Ontario Health Protection and Promotion Act, Accessed online at https://www.e- 
laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elawsstatutes90h07e.htm#BK29 


[2] Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, HIV Disclosure and the Law: A Resource Kit for Service Providers, 
Public Health Laws, Accessed online at http://www.aidslaw.ca/EN/community-kit/documents/Chapter9.1- 
ENG.pdf 

[3] Alison Symington, LLB LLM, HIV status: Who needs to know?, http://www.canadian- 
nurse.com/en/articles/issues/2013/november-2013/hiv-status-who-needs-to-know 


fainas ainean jannaa 


The correct answer is: Tell FG that you have to report to public health that FG has HIV as it is your obligation 
to prevent harm from occurring. 


DW is an 85 year-old patient who lives alone and takes 12 different medications. He comes to your 
clinic with a rash and asks for your advice on how to treat it. You ask him about what food he ate 
within the last hour as you recall DW has many different food allergies and carries an EpiPen® 


(epinephrine). He said he went to a buffet with one of his friends for lunch. You tell him to wait for 10 


utes in the clinic waiting room while you finish your appointment with another patient. After 5 
utes, you hear a loud noise and see DW on the ground unconscious. You recall that his substitute 
decision-maker is his daughter. 


What should you do to help DW? 
(Assume your scope of practice includes the administration of injections) 


Select one: 
You should call DW's daughter and ask her for consent before administering the EpiPen as informed * 
consent is mandatory in order to respect patients’ rights 
You should wait until DW becomes conscious before making any decisions as you have to respect * 
patient privacy and patients’ rights 
You should administer the EpiPen as this is a medical emergency Y 


You should not administer the EpiPen. You should call 911 as this is a medical emergency andthe  % 
situation needs to be assessed by a paramedic 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 


To understand that informed consent is not required in emergency situations, particularly where a patient's 
life or well-being is at risk. 


BACKGROUND: 


Informed consent is the process of disclosing to a patient all the relevant information about the treatment, its 
alternatives, and the relative risks and benefits. However, this is not always feasible, particularly in emergency 
situations where seeking informed consent could take sufficiently long to put the patient's life or well-being 
at risk. In such emergency situations, healthcare professionals should seek to stabilize the patient and seek 
consent from the patient (if they have capacity or competence to do so) or a substitute decision-maker as 
soon as reasonably possible. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* You should administer the EpiPen as this is a medical emergency - By administering the EpiPen you 
are safeguarding the well-being of the patient and are appropriately recognizing that in an emergency 
situation it is not feasible to obtain informed consent in a timely manner from the substitute decision- 
maker. 


Incorrect Answers: 


© You should call DW's daughter and ask her for consent before administering the EpiPen as 
informed consent is mandatory in order to respect patients’ rights - It is not appropriate to call the 
patient's daughter as the patient is undergoing anaphylaxis and requires immediate treatment. 


You should wait until DW becomes conscious before making any decisions as you have to respect 
patient privacy and patients’ rights - The patient is undergoing anaphylaxis and requires immediate 
treatment, therefore waiting until the patient returns to consciousness is not the best option and 
could cause the patient harm. 


You should not administer the EpiPen. You should call 911 as this is a medical emergency and the 
situation needs to be assessed by a paramedic - The option would not provide timely treatment to 
your patient that you are competent to administer in a life-threatening and emergency situation 
thereby possibly exposing your patient to serious harm. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Informed consent is generally required but in emergency situations where a patient's life or well-being is at 
risk, healthcare professionals should prioritize stabilizing the patient and seek consent as soon as reasonably 
possible from the patient or their substitute decision-maker. 


Question #: 13 


1D: 52385 
Not answered 


Flag question 


(sen Feedback 


[1] Canadian Medical Protective Association, Informed Consent, Accessed online at https://www.cmpa- 
acpm.ca/serve/docs/ela/goodpracticesguide/pages/communication/Informed_Consent/informed_consent- 
e.html 


The correct answer is: You should administer the EpiPen as this is a medical emergency 


THE NEXT 2 QUESTIONS INCLUSIVE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING CASE: 


A physician asks a pharmacist to tell a patient that a medication prescribed is to help with a patient's 
inking" as opposed to “depression” which was the true reason it was prescribed. The physician 
thinks that this language will help the patient be more compliant in taking the medication. 


Which ethical principle has been upheld? 


Select one: 
Beneficencew 
Autonomy * 
Non-maleficence * 


Veracity X 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


The principle upheld by the physician was beneficence since the goal of the physician was to help improve 
the patient's health outcomes. The physician made an action in the patient's best interest in selectively 
counselling the medications indication. 


RATIONALE: 


Correct Answer: 


© Beneficence - Beneficence is upheld to improve the patient's health outcomes. 


Incorrect Answers: 
+ Autonomy - Autonomy is an ethical principle that is not applicable in this case. 


+ Non-maleficence - This ethical principle is not applicable in this case. Non-maleficence would apply if 
the physician avoided telling the patient they were depressed because they thought doing so could 
agitate the patient to the point of causing them to potentially commit suicide. 


e Veracity - Veracity is not the principle that is being upheld or supported. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Beneficence is the principle in which an action is taken to improve the patient's health outcomes or provide 
benefit. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Beneficence 


Question #: 14 


ID: 52387 


Notanswered 


Question #: 15 


1D: 52905 
Notanswered 


Flag question 


A physician asks a pharmacist to tell a patient that a medication 
“thinking” as opposed to "depression" which was the true reaso! 
thinks that this language will help the patient be more complian 


scribed is to help with a patient's 
was prescribed. The physician 
taking the medication. 


What is the ethical principle that has been violated? 


Select one: 
Justice X% 
Veracity Y 
Fidelity% 


Beneficence X 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


Veracity is the principle that is violated in this case when the pharmacist counselled the patient in a 
misconceiving and untruthful way to avoid potential harm to the patient. It is our duty as pharmacists to 
avoid lying and be truthful in our practice. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Veracity - Veracity is the principle of telling the truth and avoiding misconceptions. 


Incorrect Answers: 
œ Justice - Justice has not been violated in this case. 
* Fidelity - Fidelity has not been violated in this case. 


© Beneficence - Beneficence was upheld by the pharmacist as they counselled the patient in a way that 
would appear to provide benefit. 

TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 

Veracity is a principle based around conveying the truth and avoiding misleading others. 

REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/ 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Veracity 


A pharmacist refuses to dispense the morning-after pill to a 14-year-old girl who requests it, and 
withholds information on where else she could go that would provide this service. 


What ethical principle is violated by the pharmacist's action? 


Question #: 16 


1D: 54762 
Not answered 


Fag question 


—— 


Select one: 
Confidentiality 3 
Veracity X 
Non-maleficence * 
Autonomy Y 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 


To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does nat 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. Pharmacists 
should respect a patient's decision and choices when it comes to choices that will affect their health. This 
principle is being violated when the pharmacist refuses to dispense the medication. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 
Although the pharmacist believes that this is in the patient's best interest, it is not up to the pharmacist to 
decide on which medication this girl has access to. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes removing harm where possible. It is similar to 
beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Autonomy - Not respecting the teenager's decision and not dispensing the medication is a 
paternalistic approach. The autonomy of the individual to make her own decision has been violated by 
the pharmacist. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Confidentiality - Confidentiality is not breached in this case. 
© Veracity - There is no violation of veracity. 


* Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence is not violated in this case. Non-maleficence is the action of 
removing a source of harm. This would apply in a scenario where a dispensing error occurred and the 
pharmacist did not take action. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Autonomy is the principle that respects a patient's decision. By not giving this girl access to a medication that 
she wants, her autonomy is violated. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Autonomy 


THE NEXT 2 QUESTIONS INCLUSIVE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING CASE: 


JU is a 34 year old male who is part of the Jehovah's Witnesses denomination that believes blood 
transfusions are wrong and can cause spiritual harm. JU was recently in an auto accident and requires 
a immediate blood transfusion. In line with his religious beliefs, he refuses the blood transfusion. The 
physician informs JU that in his professional opinion the patient could die if they do not undergo the 
transfusion but does not order the transfusion. 


Which of the following ethical principles is being upheld by the physician by not proceeding with the 
transfusion? 


Question #: 17 


1D: 54763 


Notanswered 


Veracity % 
Justice X 
Beneficence X 
Autonomy Y 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. No one principle routinely overrides or takes precedence over the 
others, and as a result each situation should be analyzed on its own merits. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. The decision 
of the patient to not receive the transfusion is the autonomy of this patient and is being upheld by the 
physician in care 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle thet states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Autonomy - Autonomy is the respect for the patient's choice, which is being followed by the 
physician. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Veracity - Veracity or the principle of truthfulness is not directly applied to this case. 
© Justice - Justice is the principle of equal healthcare distribution which is not being violated in this case. 


œ Beneficence - Beneficence, in this case, would be providing a transfusion for the benefit of the 
patient's health. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


The physician is upholding the patient's autonomy by not providing the transfusion as per the patient's 
choice. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Autonomy 


Which of the following ethical principles is being violated by the physician by restricting a beneficial 
treatment? 


Select one: 
Veracity X% 
Fidelity X 
Beneficence Y 
Altruism % 


TOPIC: Ethics 


Question # 18 


1D: 52363 
Not answered 


Fag 


(Sena Faecbsck 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. In 
this case, the physician is withholding a beneficial treatment by respecting the patient's autonomy. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 


Correct Answer: 


e Beneficence - The physician is not providing a possibly life-saving procedure and is violating this 
principle. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Veracity - Veracity is not being violated as he conveyed the truth (consequences) to the patient. 
* Fidelity - Fidelity is not being violated as the physician is remaining loyal to the patient. 


© Altruism - Altruism is not one of the 6 biomedical ethical principles. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


The physician is upholding a beneficial treatment that may provide benefit to the patient. He/she is violating 
the principle of beneficence. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Beneficence 


THE NEXT 2 QUESTIONS INCLUSIVE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING CASE: 


The Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P&T) Committee is involved with making decisions on which drugs 
to include on a formulary and to set guidelines on their use in a hospital. AV is a pharmacy 
representative in the committee that is in favour of listing a new antiarrhythmic on the formulary. As 
a pharmacist, AV has given numerous presentations on this medication and received honoraria 
payments from the pharmaceutical company for his work. 


Which of the following ethical principles most applies to this case? 


Select one: 
Non-maleficence X 
Confidentiality X 
Fidelity ¥ 
Justice X 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


eset 


Question #: 19 


1D: 52364 
Notanswered 


Y lag question 


a a ain nn a ac 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


If the pharmacist approving the drug also receives honoraria from the company producing this drug then a 
conflict of interest exists. Fidelity is the principle that recognizes the duty of clinicians to act loyally towards 
their patients and it is this loyalty that could be impacted when a clinician has incentives towards acting for 
other interests that may not align with the patient's interests. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


© Fidelity - Fidelity is the principle of remaining loyal and true. With an inherent financial bias, the 
pharmacist may not make the best, ethical decision. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence does not apply to this case. 
* Confidentiality - Confidentiality does not apply to this case. 


© Justice - Justice does not apply to this case. Justice involves the fair and equal distribution of 
resources. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Fidelity is the principle regarding staying loyal and true. There is a bias when financial incentives for a specific 
medication come into place for someone who has an impact on hospital formularies 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Fidelity 


Based on the information presented which of the following is true? 


Select one: 
There is no ethical issue since there are other members who can vote on this issue. X 


There is arvissue and this pharmacist should disclose this information and abstain from discussions ¥ 
and voting on this issue. 


Thefe is no issue as long as physicians are the prescriber of the drugs on the formulary * 


There is an issue which does not need to be disclosed at this meeting until it is time to vote X 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviors. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


There exists an ethical issue and the pharmacist should declare his conflict of interest prior to, or at the 
beginning of, the committee meeting, and should abstain from discussing or voting on this issue. Any 
financial incentive given to presenters may skew information given or the attitude of the presenter. In this 
case, the pharmacist should disclose this financial obligation at the beginning of the presentation and should 
not be allowed to vote. 


Question #: 20 


1D: 52398 


Notanswered 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


œ There is an issue and this pharmacist should disclose this information and abstain from discussions 
and voting on this issue. - There exists an ethical issue and the pharmacist should declare his conflict 
of interest to the committee and should abstain from the discussions and voting on this issue. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* There is no ethical issue since there are other members who can vote on this issue. - There is an 
issue as even one vote could potentially change a decision, and the other committee members could 
be swayed by anything you present or share with the committee. 


© There is no issue as long as physicians are the prescriber of the drugs on the formulary. - There is an 
issue regardless of who prescribes the drug. 


e There is an issue which does not need to be disclosed at this meeting until it is time to vote. - 
Information presented to the audience during the P&T session may impact others’ decision to list or 
not list the product. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


There is a conflict of interest due to a financial obligation from the pharmacist. He should disclose any 
pharmaceutical biases such as incentives for medications to the P&T Committee. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006. 


The correct answer is: There is an issue and this pharmacist should disclose this information and abstain from 
discussions and voting on this issue. 


A father comes to the pharmacy with a pill that his daughter has been taking. He would like you to 
identify the pill as he thinks this pill is causing his daughter to be suicidal. 


If the pharmacist reveals to the father the type of the medication because of the concern regarding suicide, 
which principle was followed by the pharmacist versus violated, respectively? 


Select one: 
Fidelity versus veracity * 
Non-maleficence versus fidelity Y 
Veracity versus fidelity * 
Beneficence versus autonomy X% 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


The principle followed was non-maleficence, taking steps to prevent harm (disclosure of the type of 
medication since she is suicidal) versus fidelity, which would be violated by disclosing any information about 
the type of medication to the father. 


RATIONALE: 


Correct Answer: 


* Non-maleficence versus fidelity - The principle followed was non-maleficence, taking steps to prevent 
harm (disclosure of the type of medication since she is suicidal) versus fidelity, which would be 
violated by disclosing any information about the type of medication to the father. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Fidelity versus veracity - Fidelity (which is the underlying principle of the practice of confidentiality) is 
not followed by the pharmacist. Instead, fidelity was violated. Veracity means telling the truth. 


* Veracity versus fidelity - Veracity means telling the truth, but there is more to why the pharmacist 
wants to reveal the type of medication. The pharmacist is wortied about harm (non-maleficence). 


Fidelity is being violated. 


* Beneficence versus autonomy - Beneficence is for the well-being of the daughter. This is not the 
principle that is being followed by the pharmacist. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
Non-maleficence is to do no harm. Fidelity is to be loyal and uphold the confidentiality of the patient. 
REFERENCE: 
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The correct answer is: Non-maleficence versus fidelity 
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